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the rally of the colonies to support the mother country
in the dark days of the south african war revealed how real
WERE THE BONDS OF SENTIMENT WHICH HELD THE EMPIRE TOGETHER.
Third Colonial Conference (1902), presided over by Chamberlain, on
the occasion of the coronation of Edward VII.
Chamberlain sounded the Premiers on the subject of Imperial Pre-
ference (he launched his Tariff Reform scheme the following year,
§ 327) ; but they were too enamoured of their Protective Tariffs to be
willing to lower them, even to each other or to the mother-country.
(Note that Edward VII was styled " King of all the Britains.")
First Imperial Conference (1907), presided over by Asquith. Note
(a) the change of title ; (6) the fact that it was specially summoned ;
(c) that it was presided over by the Prime Minister himself.
It was summoned to discuss Foreign Policy—the Entente Cordiale
and the growing tension with Germany. The Dominions would be
involved by Britain's policy, so must be consulted,
Second Imperial Conference (1911), presided over by Asquith.
Agenda : common action for Imperial Defence—a permanent com-
mittee set up for the purpose. The Great War foreshadowed.
the war party in germany underestimated the cohesion of
the british empire.
No.  236.—PROGRESS    OF    PARLIAMENTARY    REFORM
(1867-1914).
1872.  ballot act (passed in Gladstone's First Ministry).
Made voting secret, which discouraged bribery and intimidation.
1883.	corrupt practices act (passed in Gladstone's  Second
Ministry).
Purified elections by imposing penalties on indirect bribery, forbade
hiring of carriages, limited the amount that candidates might spend.
1884.	county franchise act (passed by Gladstone's  Second
Ministry).
Gave the vote to all householders, whether in borough or in rural
districts, who paid £10 or more in rent. Net effect: enfranchisement
of agricultural workers on the same terms as the Act of 1867 had en-
franchised the town worker. (It also enfranchised many working-men
who lived in towns not large enough to be separate " Parliamentary
Boroughs.") Added two million voters, making a total of five millions.
(Note that it enfranchised more than the two earlier Reform Bills put
together.)
1885.	redistribution act (which accompanied the County Fran-
chise Act).
Disfranchised all boroughs of less than 15*000, merging them in
county constituencies ; and limited towns of less than 50,000 to one
member each. The extra members were distributed among the biggest
towns—London got 37 more.

